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Welcome to 

Good evening everyone and welcome
back to Ingfield for tonight’s league
fixture against Matlock Town.

A warm welcome to the players,
officials, directors and supporters from
Matlock. I hope everyone travelling to
Ossett has had a safe journey and
enjoys the evening with us.

It was a fantastic start to our league
campaign on Saturday as we secured a
1–0 victory here at Ingfield against
Consett.

There was plenty to like about the
performance and, most importantly, we
got the three points. We have a great set
of lads this year and I’m really enjoying
watching this group develop. There is a
good spirit within the squad and I think
supporters are going to enjoy following
this team throughout the season.

Away from the football, there is plenty
happening around the club.

Our Bonfire Night tickets are now on
sale. It is always one of the biggest
events we host at Ingfield and I
would encourage you to get your
tickets early. We are looking forward
to welcoming the community back to
the ground for what should be
another fantastic evening.

I’m also delighted to announce a new
partnership for the club.

Hickory’s Horbury are joining us as
our new Hospitality Partner. We will
be working closely with Hickory’s
throughout the season, with plenty
more to come, so please keep an eye
out for further details over the
coming weeks.

I would particularly like to thank
Theo from Hickory’s for making this
partnership happen. His foresight,
enthusiasm and passion for working
with Ossett United have been
instrumental in bringing the deal
together. It is exactly the sort of
relationship we want to build with
local businesses and I’m really
looking forward to seeing what we
can achieve together.

There is a lot happening at Ossett
United and we are continuing to work
hard behind the scenes to develop
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 the club both on and off the pitch.

For tonight, though, the focus is on the
football.

Matlock are a strong side and we know
we will have to work hard for another
positive result. With the support of
everyone inside Ingfield, hopefully we
can make it another memorable
evening.

Enjoy the game and thank you, as
always, for your continued support.



The preside

Our ninth season as Ossett United
kicked off with an FA Cup tie against
North West Counties League side
Abbey Hey. In our very early years we
weren’t required to enter the
competition until the Preliminary
Round at the earliest but a relative lack
of real extended success in recent
seasons now required us to start at the
Extra Preliminary Round stage. We did
progress in seasons 2021/22 and
2022/23 and 2023/24 but we fell at the
first hurdle in each of the last two
seasons so at least a draw against
Abbey Hey followed by a victory in the
replay was a small step in the right
direction. We now face a stiff challenge
with a short trip to Liversedge, who
have made an impressive start to the
season, in the Preliminary Round.

We have made an encouraging start to
the 2026/27 season. We had a pretty

successful pre-season with no
defeats in five outings and this
followed by a draw and a win in the
FA Cup and a home victory against
Consett in our opening Northern
Premier League fixture. That’s no
defeats in eight starts to date. This
evening’s encounter against Matlock
Town I think we could argue will be
our sternest test to date followed by
the trip to Liversedge on Friday
evening. That said confidence should
be high considering our early season
form. 

One of the main talking points so far
is without doubt the state of our
pitch here at Ingfield and we extend
apologies in advance to this evening’s
opponents for that situation.. There
were all kinds of projected pitch
preparations planned to commence
immediately following the ‘Tribfest’
Music Festival in mid-May. Ironically
the ‘Tribfest’ was marred by the rain
on the day but since then there has
barely been a drop over and above
the very short isolated shower let
alone a prolonged period of rain since
then and we all know you can’t grow
grass without water/rainfall. We were
predicted by the Met Office to enter
our fifth official heat wave of the
Summer so far and a local television
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 programme recently reported that
our part of West Yorkshire has gone
well in excess of 60 days with no
significant rainfall. The obvious
answer in such instances is a pitch
irrigation system but that is way
beyond our financial situation as
attractive and beneficial as it may be.

Fortunately the Board’s decision to
at least re-turf the goalmouths (at no
little expense by the way) has
certainly paid dividends. All we can
say in our defence is that we as a
Club have done our very level best to
do what we could to alleviate the
situation. It’s obvious for all to see
that things are far from perfect or
expectations but we have done
everything possible within our
financial constraints. We are sorry
that supporters are disappointed
with the quality of the playing
surface and its effect on the quality
of football played but we should all
realise that we are totally committed
to keeping a close watch on income
and expenditure with the stated aim
of the Board of Directors being to run
the Club sustainably whatever the
problems facing us and this has been
the case all along. 

There is a lot to report on regarding

 progress over the close season but
that’s for later programme notes. I
must, however, single out one person
for special mention – a gentleman
called Mark Thomson owner of
Thomson Gardening Services Ltd.
Mark answered our SOS call for help
in providing and laying the turf in the
two goalmouths. Firstly Mark, on the
day in question, travelled to York to
pick up the turf before arriving back
at the ground around 9.15am. By this
time the temperature had soared into
the mid-thirties. He grafted manfully
firstly digging the surface up by hand
prior to laying the turf itself. He
eventually left the ground with the
turf laid and the job completed
around ten o’clock at night. We
cannot possibly thank Mark enough
for what he did for us and I’m told he
carried out the work FOC simply to do
his bit in helping a club in his own
community which was experiencing
difficulties. There are not a lot of
people around that would undertake
a job of that enormity as did Mark and
we owe him a huge debt of gratitude.
Thanks also to the small group of
people (Simon and Wayne Hudson
and Stuart Garside) who undertook to
visit the ground twice a day every day
to turn make sure the newly laid turf
survived the drought conditions.



The Dugout
James Walshaw - Manager

Good evening once again and a warm
welcome back to Ingfield for tonight’s
game.

This is our third home fixture in seven
days, following victories over Abbey
Hey and Consett. Playing in front of
our own fans is great but so many
games in quick succession can raise
their own challenges. Firstly, the
people behind the scenes see their
workload increase alongside juggling
external commitments. For their
continued support they have the
thanks of myself and the squad.
Secondly, repeat home fixtures limits
the amount of work that can be put
into the playing surface. As Neville has
mentioned, this isn’t for lack of trying
and I know that our volunteers are
giving their all to get it to where we all
want it to be.  

On to tonight and we welcome a
strong Matlock Town side to Ingfield.
They are undoubtedly one of the ‘big-
hitters’ in our division and missed out
on promotion through the play-offs
last term. However, as we’ve shown
time and time again, we fear no one
and have the belief that we can
secure a positive result at the end of
the night. 

To do so we will need to show more
of what we have seen over the past
two games, where we have created
chances aplenty. With time and
playing together even more, I believe
that we will become more clinical and
secure results and scorelines that our
performances deserve. In addition to
this, our backline has shown a real
steel in the opening games allowing
us to grind out wins where we
otherwise may have faltered in the
past.

Get behind the lads as you always do
and enjoy this evening’s game. 

Wally





Captain’s Column
Josh Askew - Captain

Our second league fixture at home
tonight against Matlock Town who as
we know are a big team in our league.

It’s games like these which don’t need
much said to get ourselves up for
tonight’s battle.

Saturday we battled hard and
deserved the victory against a good
footballing side of Consett.

We have a lot of positives to take from
Saturdays performance and the main one
is how many chances we are creating.
Once we take more of them the scoreline
will represent our quality at the top of the
pitch.

A massive positive is that it was another
clean sheet and a solid performance from
our defensive players all round.

We hope to make Ingfield a fortress this
season and we need you, the fans to help
us do that. Keep that amazing atmosphere
going for us and get behind the lads as you
do week in week out and we hope to have
a real go for it this season!

As always, we are stronger together.

Josh
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Matlock Town can trace their history back to 1878, when the club was formed
simply as Matlock Football Club. They first entered the FA Cup in 1885 and five
years later became founder members of the Derbyshire Senior League, winning
the championship in its inaugural season and retaining the title the following year.
After spells in the Midland Amateur Alliance and Midland League, Matlock
returned to the Derbyshire Senior League. Following the First World War, the club
adopted the name Matlock Town and continued to compete in a variety of
regional competitions, including the Central Alliance.

The years following the Second World War brought greater stability. Matlock
rejoined the Central Alliance in 1947 and were placed in Division One when the
competition expanded three years later. Their fortunes improved considerably
towards the end of the 1950s.

The Gladiators won the Central Alliance Division One North championship in
1959/60, a season which also saw them reach the First Round of the FA Cup,
where they eventually lost 1-0 to Crook Town following a replay. Matlock retained
their league title the following season before joining the reformed Midland
League.

Success followed immediately as Matlock became Midland League champions in
1961/62. They lifted the title for a second time in 1968/69 and subsequently
joined the Northern Premier League.

WEMBLEY GLORY
The greatest day in Matlock Town's history arrived during the 1974/75 season.
Former England international Peter Swan had taken charge at the beginning of
the campaign and introduced an exciting attacking style. Matlock reached the
First Round of the FA Cup, losing 4-1 at home against Blackburn Rovers, but it was
in the FA Trophy that the Gladiators really made their mark. Matlock progressed
all the way to the final at Wembley, where they faced Scarborough. In front of the
Wembley crowd, the Gladiators produced a memorable performance to record a
remarkable 4-0 victory and lift the FA Trophy. The final also produced a unique
piece of Wembley history, with three brothers appearing for Matlock – the only
occasion on which three brothers have played for the same side in a Wembley
final.

The Opposition



Just two days after their Wembley triumph, Matlock were back in action. They
defeated Glossop 6-1 to complete a 9-3 aggregate victory and add the Derbyshire
Senior Cup to their trophy cabinet.

FA CUP ADVENTURE
Another memorable campaign followed in 1976/77 under manager Tom
Fenoughty. Matlock embarked on their best-ever FA Cup run, reaching the Third
Round for the first – and so far only – time in the club's history.
The highlight came in the Second Round when the Gladiators travelled to Field
Mill and produced a stunning 5-2 victory over Mansfield Town, who would go on
to become Third Division champions that season. Their adventure finally ended
away against Second Division Carlisle United in the Third Round.
Matlock also enjoyed an excellent league campaign, finishing third behind Boston
United and Northwich Victoria, while another Derbyshire Senior Cup success
ensured the season ended with silverware.

The following campaign brought another trophy as Matlock defeated Boston
United 3-0 at Maine Road to win the Northern Premier League Challenge Cup.
That success earned the club qualification for the Anglo-Italian non-league
tournament in 1979, where they played matches against Chieti, Pisa, Juniorcasale
and Cremonese.

THE GLADIATORS
Matlock's best Northern Premier League campaign came in 1983/84, when they
finished runners-up to Barrow. Their most recent appearance in the FA Cup First
Round came in 1989/90, ending with a 4-1 defeat at Scunthorpe United. After
losing their Premier Division status in 1995/96, Matlock eventually returned to
the top flight in 2003/04, finishing runners-up behind Hyde United. The following
season brought further success when they defeated Whitby Town over two legs
to win the NPL League Cup. The Gladiators have also enjoyed considerable
success in the Derbyshire Senior Cup, winning the competition on numerous
occasions. More recent triumphs came in 2014/15 and 2016/17, when they
defeated Gresley 7-0 and 5-0 respectively in finals staged at Chesterfield.
Another notable club record belongs to Ross Hannah, who scored an
extraordinary 52 goals during the 2010/11 season. Today, Matlock Town continue
to play at their picturesque home at Causeway Lane, a ground regarded as one of
the most scenic settings in non-league football. 

The Opposition



The Unt
Football’s governance is coming under increasing scrutiny at the moment, with
the political machinations around the FIFA Forward Enterprise backfiring against
its creator Gianni Infantino, and the money men who decided to buy a piece of
our beautiful game (who seem to have connections to Donald Trump). What once
looked like a guaranteed victory for the Swiss administrator in next year’s
elections now looks like being a bitterly fought contest. Europe lead the fight
against him, with North American allies and some support in Asia, while Africa
and South America seem to strongly support the incumbent President. But those
fault lines go back far beyond Infantino, almost to the genesis of the international
game itself, and while the arguments have changed, the rivalries have stayed -
mostly - the same.

The FA, for all the criticisms we may have of it, is still ‘The FA’. By virtue of being
first, it never needed to add the word ‘English’, and at the beginning of the last
century was the arbiter of the game while British trade and emigration
transported football all over the world. Some of the more prominent importers of
the game set up their own FAs in their own countries. Others, like South Africa,
were at first an affiliated part of the FA in England. And then in the early
twentieth century a global body was proposed. Despite initial British concerns, in
1904 FIFA was founded, and in 1906 The FA joined, with Daniel Woolfall given the
position of President.

FIFA might not have gained control of the laws, but they certainly changed the
game. Before the Second World War, football moved beyond British and
eventually European control, with the most innovative developments taking
place in South America. Brazil took to the sport immediately, as you might expect,
but mass participation did not lead to dominance. Instead, Uruguay and
Argentina developed a heated rivalry for supremacy on the international stage.
Without a World Cup, Uruguay won the first two World Championships at the
1924 and 1928 Olympics, and then the first World Cup in 1930. That World Cup
caused an early schism between FIFA and the European nations (UEFA wasn’t
formed until 1954).

European nations argued that as the founders of the game, and as the nations
where football had first developed, the first tournament should be played there.
FIFA argued that the World Champions deserved to host. In the end, it came
down to money. Not quite bribes, although that was certainly an allegation, but



old game
 Uruguay promised a full infrastructure, new stadia, and to pay everyone’s travel
costs. FIFA gave them the tournament, and some European nations boycotted it.
It would prove a prophetic turn of events.

England had left FIFA in 1928 over an argument, again, about money, but returned
after the Second World War with Stanley Rous installed as President. He used his
position to firmly strengthen European dominance in the game. FIFA meetings
were held exclusively in Europe, usually Switzerland, and no travel costs were
provided. In South America, football was big enough that representatives could
find the money. But in the growing market of Africa and Asia, many nations simply
couldn’t afford to send someone. In an era of declining imperialism, a European
FIFA simply dictated the rules to the former colonies of the nations its attendees
represented. It left a bad taste, and widened the gap between UEFA and the other
confederations.

In 1966, a Rous-led FIFA grouped Oceania, Asia and Africa into one qualifying
bracket. Winners of the continental qualifying would enter playoffs for just one
place in the final tournament. This was an outrageous insult to the emerging
nations, and Africa boycotted the World Cup immediately. A move designed to
increase European power in the game simply did the opposite.

But 1974, there was a non-European challenger to Rous. One country one vote
was a nice idea to placate the distant nations, but Rous knew it wasn’t something
he had to contend with as most wouldn’t get to the meetings. Joao Havelange
changed that. He personally funded the travel costs of every FIFA representative
who couldn’t afford their own, which again led to allegations of bribery and
corruption. Angered at the constant diminishing of their role under Rous, the
non-Europeans voted heavily for the Brazilian, and Havelange became the
seventh FIFA President, and under him the organisation changed for the better,
and for the worse.
Unfortunately though, under Havelange, the corruption grew exponentially too.
In 2012 he was found to have taken £37m in bribes for the awarding of World Cup
television rights. It set a tone in the organisation that it hasn’t been able to shake
off, leading to the current crisis.

To read more visit theuntoldgame.co.uk

Martyn Green
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Today’s Officials

Referee: MaTTHEW O’SHEA

Assistant Referees: LEIGH GELL & LEWIS MASON

Next Up At Ingfield:

bRADFORD (PARK AVENUE) - mONDAY 31  AUGUST - 3PMST
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Josh Askew

Josh Burns

Youssef Chentouf

Jack Crook

Joe Crosby

Ty Duane

Jaanai Gordon

Tom Jamieson

Jacob Johnson

Jean-Claude Makiessi

Devonte Morton

Fionn Murphy

Aleks Petrovic

Joe Poxon

Alfie Proctor

Conor Qualter

Will Thompson

Adam Tweed

Ethen Vaughan

Marcus Dewhurst

Dylan Parkin

Levi Andoh

Max Asante-Boakye

Pierce Bird

Jo Cummings

Jeremie Milambo

Tom Senior

Declan Eratt-Thompson

Jed Abbey

Fouad Bachirou

Brandon Bradbury

Josh Waldram

tOMMY ELLIOTT

rakealan jeffers

connor washinton
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